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CURRICULUM VITAE 
 

Work address  Deafness, Cognition, & Language Research Centre 

University College London 
49 Gordon Square 

London WC1H 0PD  
Telephone (voice):   +44 (0)20 7679 8670 

Telephone (mobile): +44 (0)792 024 7640 
 

Home Address: Flat 4, 24 Inverness Terrace, London W2 3HU,  ENGLAND 

Telephone:  +44-(0)20 7727 8864 
 

EDUCATION: 
BA (Distinction in Linguistics) 

University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

MA (Linguistics) 
University of Essex, Colchester, Essex 

PhD, University of Bristol 

Certificates in BSL Stages I &, II; former examiner, Stage III, Council for Advancement of 

Communication with Deaf People 
 

EMPLOYMENT: 

University College London 
2005 -  Professor, Chair of Sign Language and Deaf Studies, Division of 

Psychology and Language Sciences 
 Director, DCAL Research Centre 

2008-2011 Vice Dean for Research, Division of Psychology and Language 

Sciences 

City University 

1995–2005 Professor, Chair of Sign Language and Deaf Studies 
 Assistant Dean for Research, Institute of Health Sciences 

University of Bristol 

1993-1995 Senior Lecturer and Director, Access for Deaf Students Initiative 
1991-1993 Lecturer and Director of Studies, Centre for Deaf Studies 

1986-1991 Research Fellow, Centre for Deaf Studies 
1977-1986 Research Associate, School of Education 

1973-1977 Research Assistant, School of Education 
 

 

HONOURS  
2012 Election to Fellowship of the British Academy 

2015- Member, Council of the British Academy 
2016 Election to Fellowship of the American Association for the 

Advancement of Science 

 
PRIZES AND AWARDS 

2016 RAD 175th Birthday Award to DCAL. Most significant research contribution to 
Deaf Studies. 

2002 Regional Arts Lottery Programme Award for a collaborative project between 

SHAPE Deaf Arts, UCL and City University to create art based on the functional imaging 

research on processing of BSL  
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2000 BAAL Book Prize for an outstanding book in Applied Linguistics for The Linguistics of 
BSL: an introduction 

1999 Deaf Nation Award in recognition of an outstanding publication in the field of 

Deafness and Deaf Studies for The Linguistics of BSL: an introduction 
 

 

OTHER HONORARY APPOINTMENTS, FELLOWSHIPS AND CONSULTANCIES 
 

2017- Member, Expert Panel, FWO Research Foundation Flanders  
2016-17 Member, Nordic Languages and Linguistics Panel; Evaluation of the Humanities, 

Norway 
2015-          Member, Scientific Advisory Board, Turkish Hearing and Speech Rehabilitation 

Foundation 

2013-2014   Assessor, Research Excellence Framework, Higher Education Funding Council 
2013-2018 Honorary Professor, Jiangsu Normal University, China 

2013-2014 Mentor, Robert Bosch Stiftung Research and Study Program on Education in 
Early Childhood 

2012-2013 Advisor, UK National Occupational Standards for Languages 

2012-  International Linguistics Advisor, SIL International 
2012-  Member, Socio-cognitive Mechanisms of Symbolic Communication Network - 

Netherlands Organisation for Scientific Research. 
2012-2013 Member, UCL-Lancet Commission on Culture and Health 

2012- Member, Advisory Group, Deaf Health Research 
2012- Member, Scientific Council of the Amsterdam Centre for Language and 

Communication 

2011- Trustee, United Kingdom Council on Deafness 
2010- Honorary Member, British Academy of Audiology 

2009 Member, Advisory Committee on the Education of Individuals with Hearing 
Problems, for the Director General,  Ministry of Education and Culture,  Republic 

of Cyprus 
2008-2018 Honorary Professorship, University of East Anglia 
2008- Honorary Senior Research Fellow, University of Manchester 

2005-2006 Research Fellow, Windows on Language Genesis Group, Netherlands Institute 
for Advanced Studies 

2003-2005 Honorary Senior Research Fellow, Department of Psychology, University College 

London 
1994      Visiting Professor, Center for Molecular and Behavioral Neurosciences,  Rutgers 

University,  New Jersey, USA 
1985 Linguistics Association of  Great Britain Fellowship, European Science Foundation 

1984- 2004 Trustee, Deaf Studies Trust 
1982 Wyndham Deedes Travelling Fellowship, Anglo-Israel Association 

 

 

GRANTS (PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR) 

2016-2017  Cognitive Benefits of Language Learning: Broadening our 
perspectives. British Academy. £149,500. 

2016-2019  Bilingualism in Deaf and Hearing People: Learning and neuroplastic 

processes. Russian Academy of Sciences. 6m Roubles.  
2015 Nigerian Sign Language of the Deaf for Communication and 

Education. British Nigeria Educational Trust. £3825 
2013-2018 Collaborative Agreement to facilitate research on cognitive neural 

mechanisms of sign language and cross-cultural and cross-lingusitic 
comparison, by establishing a joint post-doctoral training programme 

with the Key Laboratory of Language and Cognitive Neuroscience at 

Jiangsu Normal University (£50,000) 
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2013 ESRC Communication grant for exhibition on the history of British 

Sign Language (July 1-31, 2013). £4750. 

2011-2016 Deafness, Cognition and Language Research Centre (DCAL II) ESRC, 

£4,337,446 

2006-2010 Deafness, Cognition and Language Research Centre (DCAL I) ESRC, 

£3,649,888 

2010 Functional Transcranial Doppler. Capital Infrastructure Grant, UCL. 
£23,006 

2009-10 BSL at UCL: Developing a self-directed on-line course in British Sign 
Language. UCL Futures £14,710. 

2009 Wellcome Trust Biomedical Vacation Scholarship for T Rowley. 
£1520. 

2009 ESF Exploratory Workshop: The Communication Of Deaf-Blind People 

As A Model For Exploring Language Modality, Social Communication, 
And Neural Plasticity, ESF €14,000 

2007-2008 Business Engagement Scheme ESRC, £67,500 

2005-2007  Processing Visual Prosody. Defeating Deafness,  £62,000 

2004-2006 Language and Phonology in Down Syndrome. Fondation Jerome 

Lejeune, €50,000 

2000-2004  Marie Curie Training Site. Commission of the EU  €52,800  

2002-2003 Mediasign: Training Deaf Translators. SKILLSET £37,500.  

2000-2003 High-Intensity Interpreter Training. RNID/CACDP £3850 

1999-2003 Aphasia and Apraxia following CVA in BSL users: a preliminary study. 
Wellcome Trust £244,700  

1997-2000 Linguistic Features of Communication with Deaf-Blind Signers. SENSE 

and Department of Health £17,000  

1994-1995 Evaluation of a pilot tariff-based funding system for deaf students in 

higher education. HEFCE £25,000  

1993-1995 A study of the grammatical and lexical features of International Sign. 

ESRC £118,980 

1991-1992 Leadership and Management Training for Deaf People in the EC. 
Commission of the EC £21,000  

1991-1992 Sign Language on Television BBC TV £2,000  

1991-1992 Sign Language on Television, Channel 4 £12,500  

1991-1992 Advanced English Training for European Sign Language Interpreters. 

Commission of the EC £4,000  

1990-1991 A pilot project for the Teaching of Russian Sign Language (with 

Professor G L Zaitseva, Moscow) British Council £10,000 and 20,000 
roubles.  

1989-1992 A System to Assist with the Teaching of BSL. Attica Cybernetics Ltd. 
and the Training Agency. Total Grant £170,000  

1989-1991 Variation and Recent Change in BSL ESRC £88,120  

1988-1989 Sign Language as a Modern Languages Option. University of Bristol 
Teaching Initiatives Fund £6,500  
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1987-1989 The Development of Non-verbal Information Sources for Deaf 

People. Commission of the EC £8,000  

1986-1987 A Survey of Sign Language Interpreter Training and Sign Language 

Interpreter Provision in the European Communities. Commission of 
the EC £6,000 

1985-1986 Information for Deaf People. Commission of the EC £8,500  

1982-1983 Change in British Sign Language. Leverhulme Trust £20,000 

 

GRANTS (JOINT INVESTIGATOR) 

2015-2016 DCAL Assessment Portal. ESRC £90,000 

2013-2016 DEAFLI – Deaf Literacy. Grundtvig Lifelong Learning Programme, EU 
total €379,440 

2013-2014 The modulatory effect of dopamine on speech perception – a 

potential intervention therapy for successful cochlear implantation. 
Deafness Research UK, £14,675 

2012-2014 Working Memory and deafness. With Dr Mary Rudner, Linkoping 
University and Dr Velia Cardin, DCAL. Linnaeus HEAD, Sweden 

£134,742. 

2012-2014 The Typology of Handshape: Gesture, Homesign, and Sign Language 
(collaborator) Prof. Diane Brentari & Dr Marie Coppola, PIs. $5000. 

Total grant $340,000. 

2012-2016 How does language affect perception: data from colour perception in 

signed and spoken language. Prof. Lei Mo, PI. Center for Studies of 
Psychological Application, Department of Psychology, South China 

Normal University, Guangzhou, China. National Natural Science 

Foundation of China, total￥800,000 

2010–2013  Overcoming obstacles to the early identification of dementia in 
the signing Deaf community. With University of Manchester. 

Alzheimer’s Society, Total £250,452 

2010-2013 New languages seen with new eyes: evidence for the emergence of 

grammar in signed languages using new methodologies and 

technologies. Australian Research Council, Total A$ 380,000 

2009-2011 DEAL (Deaf People in Europe Acquiring Languages through E-

Learning). With Istituto Statale dei Sordi, Italy  Total EU €41,762 

2009-2012 Familiar and unfamiliar sign languages: their behavioural and cortical 

bases – a cross sign language comparison study. With Linkoping 

University. The Bank of Sweden Tercentenary Foundation £184,000. 

2009 Deaf and hard-of-hearing people’s access to primary health care 

services in North East Essex. North East Essex Primary Care Trust 
£13,689 

2008-2011 The British Sign Language (BSL) Corpus Project: Sociolinguistic 

variation, language change, language contact and lexical frequency 
in BSL. ESRC £914,837 

2005-2008 British Sign Language: Quality Embedding of the Discipline. HEFCE 
FDTL-5 £249,000. 

2005-2008 Improving outcomes for deaf children and their families. Community 
Fund, £619,798. 
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2005-2006 Exploring tagging agreement for comparative analyses in Australian 

(Auslan) and British (BSL) sign language corpora. The Australian 
Academy of the Humanities (AAH), The Academy of the Social 

Sciences in Australia (ASSA), The British Academy £3260. 

2004-2007  Imaging the Deaf Brain: functional and structural studies using fMRI. 

Wellcome Trust £421, 818  

2004-2005 Sign On-Line: Providing Online Distance Learning Tutor Training 
Materials. Department of Work and Pensions £196789 

2002-2004 LEONARDO Project: Deaf learners. Commission of the EU €52,000 

2002-2003 ECHO: European Cultural Heritage Online. Commission of the EU 

€25,915. 

2000-2001 The acquisition of signed and spoken languages in a multi-lingual 

family. City University Research £5,000.  

1998-2000 Signing Books - development of European standard for video libraries 
for the deaf. Commission of the EU £386,000  

1997-2000 Functional cortical imaging of language in deafness: perceiving 
speechreading and sign. MRC £147,500  

1997-2000 An investigation of extraordinary language learning. Leverhulme 

Trust £48,300  

1996-1998 Development of an Assessment of British Sign Language for use with 

Deaf Children. North Thames Regional Health Authority £32,000  

1995-1996 A case study of BSL-English native bilingual twins with Down 

Syndrome. Downs Syndrome Association £2000  

1993-1995 The Lexicon and Grammar of International Sign. ESRC £117,000  

1993-1994 Creating a "Deaf-Friendly" University. British Telecom £32,000  

1991-1994 Sign Language Interpreter Training and Service Provision.  Nuffield 
Foundation and Royal National Institute for the Deaf £650,000  

1991-1993 HORIZON Program - Sign Language Interpreter and Sign Language 
Tutor Training. Commission of the EC £170,000  

1983-1986 European Sign Language Research Centre. Commission of the EC 

and European Cultural Foundation, £18,000  

1981-1982 Comparing Sign Languages. UNESCO £10,000  

  

 

REFEREED JOURNAL ARTICLES 

Andin J, Orfanidou E, Cardin V, Capek C, Woll B, Rönnberg J & Rudner M (under review). 
Identical visual presentation and written response cancel out short term memory differences 

between deaf signers and hearing non-signers  

Atkinson R, Denmark T, Roy PJ, Woll B, Marshall C, Marshall J Atkinson J, (under review) 

Variables influencing semantic and phonological fluency in Deaf users of British Sign 
Language aged 50 – 89. 

Cardin V, Rudner M, de Oliveira R, Andin J, Sus M,  Beese, L, Woll B & Rönnberg J. (under 

review) The organisation of working memory networks is shaped by early sensory experience. 

Nácar L, Woll B, Giezen M, Adam R, Werker J, Emmorey K, Sebastian-Galles N (under review) 
Can you see the difference? The bilingual advantage in visual language discrimination is not 

speech-specific. 
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Rudner M, Orfanidou E, Cardin V, Capek CM, Woll B, & Rönnberg J (under review) Deafness, 

sign language experience and semantic representation make separate contributions to 
working memory in the visuospatial domain. 

. 

Thompson R, England R, Woll B, Lu J, Mumford KH, Morgan G (in press). Deaf and hearing 

children’s picture naming: impact of age of acquisition and language modality on 
representational gesture. Language, Interaction and Acquisition. 

Grove N & Woll B (2017). Assessing language skills in adult key word signers with intellectual 

disabilities:  insights from sign linguistics. Research in Developmental Disabilities 62: 174–183 

Atkinson J, Denmark T, Marshall J, Mummery C, & Woll B (2016) Detecting memory 

impairment in Deaf people: a new test of verbal learning and memory in British Sign 
Language. Archives of Clinical Neuropsychology. http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/arclin/acw032 

Atkinson J, Lyons T, Eagleman D, Woll B, & Ward J (2016) Synesthesia for manual alphabet 

letters and numeral signs in second language users of signed languages.Neurocase. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/13554794.2016.1198489 

Campbell R & Woll B (2016) Sign Language, gesture and the brain: some comments on S 

Goldin-Meadow and D Brentari: Gesture, sign and language: The coming of age of sign 
language and gesture studies. Behavioral and Brain Sciences 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/S0140525X15001247 

Rudner M, Orfanidou E, Capek CM, Cardin V, Woll B & Rönnberg J (2016). Pre-existing 

semantic representation improves working memory performance in the visuospatial domain. 

Memory and Cognition 44(4): 608-620. http://dx.doi.org/10.3758/s13421-016-0585-z 

Atkinson JR, Denmark T, Marshall J, Mummery C & Woll B (2015) Detecting cognitive 

impairment and dementia in Deaf people: The British Sign Language Cognitive Screening 
Test. Archives of Clinical Neuropsychology published online August 4, 2015. 

doi:10.1093/arclin/acv042 

Cardin V, Orfanidou E, Kästner L, Rönnberg J, Woll B, Capek CM, & Rudner M. (2016). 
Monitoring different phonological parameters of sign language engages the same cortical 

language network but distinctive perceptual ones. Journal of Cognitive Neuroscience. 28(1):  
20-40. 

Cardin V, Smittenaar CR, Orfanidou E, Rönnberg J, Capek CM, Rudner M & Woll B (2015). 

Differential activity in Heschl’s gyrus between deaf and hearing individuals is due to auditory 

deprivation, rather than language modality.  NeuroImage. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.neuroimage.2015.08.073 

Haug T, Herman RC, & Woll B (2015). Constructing an Online Test Framework, Using the 

Example of a Sign Language Receptive Skills Test. Deafness and Education International. 
17(1): 3-7. http://dx.doi.org/10.1179/1557069X14Y.0000000035 

Johnston T, Cresdee D, Schembri A, & Woll B (2015). FINISH variation and grammaticalization 

in a signed language: how far down this well-trodden pathway is Auslan (Australian Sign 
Language)? Language Variation and Change 27: 117-155. doi:10.1017/S0954394514000209 

Payne H, Gutierrez-Sigut E, Subik J, Woll B, MacSweeney M (2015). Stimulus rate increases 

lateralisation in linguistic and non-linguistic tasks measured by functional Transcranial Doppler 
Sonography. Neuropsychologia 72:59–69. doi: 10.1016/j.neuropsychologia.2015.04.019. 

Twomey T, Waters D, Price CJ, Kherif F, Woll B & MacSweeney M. (2015) Identification of 
the regions involved in phonological assembly using a novel paradigm. Brain and Language. 
Available on-line http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0093934X15001716 

Woll B & Macsweeney M (2015). Let’s not forget the role of deafness in sign/speech 

bilingualism. Commentary on K. Emmorey, M Giezen & T Gollan. Insights from Bimodal 
bilingualism: Psycholinguistic, cognitive and neural implications of bimodal bilingualism. 

Bilingualism: Language and Cognition. DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/S1366728915000371. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/arclin/acw032
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/13554794.2016.1198489
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/S0140525X15001247
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.neuroimage.2015.08.073
http://dx.doi.org/10.1179/1557069X14Y.0000000035
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0093934X15001716
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/S1366728915000371
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Campbell R, MacSweeney M, & Woll B (2014). Cochlear Implantation (CI) for prelingual 

deafness: brain organization and the role of first language acquisition. Frontiers in Human 
Neuroscience. doi: 10.3389/fnhum.2014.00834 

Marshall C, Mason K, Rowley K, Herman R, Atkinson J, Woll B & Morgan G (2014) Sentence 

repetition in deaf children with Specific Language Impairment in British Sign Language. 
Language Learning and Development. 
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/15475441.2014.917557. 

Woll B (2014) Moving from hand to mouth:  Echo phonology and the origins of language. 

Frontiers in Psychology Language Sciences. doi: 10.3389/fpsyg.2014.00662  

Stamp R, Schembri A, Fenlon J, Rentelis R, Woll B, & Cormier K. (2014) Lexical Variation and 
Change in British Sign Language. PLOS ONE 9(4) e94053. doi: 10.1371/journal.pone.0094053 

Andin J, Orfanidou E, Cardin V, Holmer E, Capek CM, Woll B, Rönnberg J, Rudner M. (2013). 
Similar digit-based working memory in deaf signers and hearing non-signers despite digit-

span differences. Frontiers in Cognition 4: Article 942. doi: 10.3389/fpsyg.2013.00942 

Cormier K, Schembri A, & Woll B (2013) Pronouns and pointing in sign languages. Lingua  
137 230-247. http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.lingua.2013.09.010 

Lyness R, Woll B, Cardin C & Campbell R (2013). How does visual language affect 

crossmodal plasticity and cochlear implant success? Neuroscience and Biobehavioral 
Reviews 37(10): 2621-2630. http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.neubiorev.2013.08.011 

Cardin V, Orfanidou E, Rönnberg J, Capek C, Rudner M, Woll B (2013) Dissociating cognitive 
and sensory neural plasticity in human superior temporal cortex. Nature Communications 4, 

Article number: 1473. doi:10.1038/ncomms2463 

Atkinson J & Woll B (2012) The health of deaf people. The Lancet 379(9833): 2239 

Matthews RA, Woll B, Clarke M (2012) Researching the acceptability of using Skype to 

provide Speech and Language Therapy. International Journal of Integrated Care 12:Special 
Issue, 1. 

Pardo-Guijarro MJ, Woll B, Moya-Martínez P, Martínez-Andrés M, Cortés-Ramírez EE, 
Martínez-Vizcaíno V (2012) Validity and reliability of the Spanish sign language version of the 

KIDSCREEN-27 health-related quality of life questionnaire for use in deaf children and 
adolescents. Gaceta Sanitaria http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.gaceta.2012.11.003 

Thompson RL, Vinson DP, Woll B, Vigliocco G (2012) The road to language learning is iconic: 

evidence from British Sign Language, Psychological Science 23: 1443-1448. 

Woll B (2012) Speechreading revisited. Deafness and Education International 14(1): 16–21. 

Campbell R, Capek C, Gazarian K, MacSweeney M, Woll B, David AS, McGuire PK, Brammer 

MJ (2011). The signer and the sign: cortical correlates of person identity and language 
processing from point-light displays. Neuropsychologia. 49(11) 3018-3026. 

Woll B & Morgan G (2011) Language impairments in the development of sign: Do they 

reside in a specific modality or are they modality-independent deficits? Bilingualism: 
Language and Cognition 15:75-87. 

Lichtig I, Couto MIV, Mecca FDN, Hartley S, Wirz S, Woll B (2011) Assessing deaf and 
hearing children's communication in Brazil. Journal of Communication Disorders. 44(2), 223-

235. 

Cormier K, Schembri A, & Woll B (2010) Diversity across sign languages and spoken 
languages: Implications for language universals. Lingua 120(12), 2664–2667 

Capek CM, Woll B, MacSweeney M, Waters D, McGuire PK, David AS, Brammer MJ, & 
Campbell  R (2010). Superior temporal activation as a function of lexical knowledge: insights 

from deaf native signers who speechread. Brain and Language, 112(2), 129-134 

http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/15475441.2014.917557
http://www.frontiersin.org/Review/ViewSubmission.aspx
http://www.frontiersin.org/Review/ViewSubmission.aspx
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/00243841/137
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.lingua.2013.09.010
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.neubiorev.2013.08.011
http://apps.webofknowledge.com/full_record.do?product=WOS&search_mode=GeneralSearch&qid=1&SID=Z25CPiM8Kh7kgeFeMgB&page=1&doc=3
http://apps.webofknowledge.com/full_record.do?product=WOS&search_mode=GeneralSearch&qid=1&SID=Z25CPiM8Kh7kgeFeMgB&page=1&doc=3
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.gaceta.2012.11.003
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=PublicationURL&_hubEid=1-s2.0-S0028393211X00106&_cid=271070&_pubType=JL&view=c&_auth=y&_acct=C000010182&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=125795&md5=ee885bb6d47cdc46f83b6affc7f0731d
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Mason K, Rowley K, Marshall CR, Atkinson JR, Herman R, Woll B, Morgan G (2010) 

Identifying Specific Language Impairment in Deaf children acquiring British Sign Language: 
Implications for theory and practice. British Journal of Developmental Psychology 28, 33–49  

Woolfe T, Herman R, Roy P & Woll B (2010) Early Lexical Development in Native Signers: A 
BSL Adaptation of the MacArthur-Bates CDI. Journal of Child Psychology and 
Psychiatry 51(3) 322-331 

Tyrone M, Atkinson J, Marshall J, Woll B (2009) The effects of cerebellar ataxia on sign 
language production: a case study. Neurocase 15: 1465-3656 

Capek C, Campbell R & Woll B (2008) The bimodal bilingual brain: fMRI investigations 
concerning the cortical distribution and differentiation of signed language and speechreading. 

Rivista di Psycolinguistica Applicata 8:3, 97-112. 

Capek CM, MacSweeney M, Woll B, Waters D, McGuire PK, David AS, Brammer MJ, Campbell 

R. (2008) Cortical circuits for silent speechreading in deaf and hearing people. 

Neuropsychologia. 46(5) 1233-1241. 

Capek C, Waters D, Woll B, MacSweeney M, Brammer MJ, McGuire PK, David AS, Campbell R 

(2008) Hand and Mouth: Cortical correlates of lexical processing in BSL and speechreading. 
Journal of Cognitive Neuroscience 20(7), 1220-1234. 

Crasborn O, van der Kooij E, Waters D, Woll B, Mesch J (2008) Frequency distribution and 

spreading behavior of different types of mouth actions in three sign languages. Sign 
Language and Linguistics 11:1, 45-67. 

MacSweeney M, Capek C, Campbell R, Woll B, (2008) The signing brain: the neurobiology of 
sign language. Trends in Cognitive Sciences. 12:11, 432-440. 

MacSweeney M, Waters D, Brammer MJ, Woll B, & Goswami U (2008) Phonological 
processing in deaf signers and the impact of age of first language acquisition. Neuroimage 
40: 1369-1379. 

Morgan G, Herman R, Barriere I, Woll B  (2008) The onset and mastery of spatial language 
in children acquiring British Sign Language. Cognitive Development. 23: 1–19 

Morgan G, Herman R, Barriere I, Woll B, Slobin DI (2008). Putting the pieces together: 
Commentary on The onset and mastery of spatial language in children acquiring British sign 

language. Cognitive Development 23(1):20-23.  

Morgan G, Woll B, & Woolfe T (2008) Does baby signing lead to faster language 
development in hearing children? Evidence from deaf signing babies. International Journal of 
Psychology  43:3-4; 400.  

Stone C & Woll B (2008) DUMB O JEMMY and others: Deaf people, interpreters and the 

London courts in the 18th and 19th centuries.  Sign Language Studies 8;3: 226-240 

Tyrone ME, Woll B (2008) Palilalia in sign language. Neurology 70:2; 155-156. 

Woll B (2008) Opinion: Deaf in the 21st century. Society Now. Autumn 2008, 17. 

Woll B, Stone C (2008) Interpreting at the Old Bailey. Deaf History Journal  12(1), 8-17. 

Crasborn O, Mesch J, Waters D, Nonhebel A, van der Kooij E, Woll B & Bergman B. (2007) 

Sharing sign language data online: Experiences from the ECHO project. International Journal 
of Corpus Linguistics 12:4; 537–564. 

http://apps.webofknowledge.com.libproxy.ucl.ac.uk/full_record.do?product=WOS&search_mode=GeneralSearch&qid=13&SID=3Fce@e2p6gOpPKB7mbg&page=1&doc=10
http://apps.webofknowledge.com.libproxy.ucl.ac.uk/full_record.do?product=WOS&search_mode=GeneralSearch&qid=13&SID=3Fce@e2p6gOpPKB7mbg&page=1&doc=10
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Fenlon J, Denmark T, Campbell R, Woll B (2007) Seeing sentence boundaries. Sign 
Language & Linguistics 10:2, 177-200. 

Koutsoubou M, Herman RC, Woll B (2007) Does Language Input Matter In Bilingual 

Writing?  Translation vs. direct composition in deaf school students’ written stories. 
International Journal of Bilingual Education and Bilingualism  10:2. 127-151. 

Morgan G, Herman RC. & Woll B (2007). Language impairments in sign language: 

breakthroughs and puzzles. International Journal of Language and Communication Disorders 
42;1: 97 – 105 

Morgan G, Smith N, Tsimpli I & Woll B  (2007) Classifier learning and modality in a polyglot 
savant Lingua, 117; 7: 1339-1353. 

Morgan G,  Woll B (2007) Understanding sign language classifiers through a 
polycomponential approach Lingua 117; 7 : 1159-1168. 

Waters D, Campbell R, Capek CM, Woll B, David AS, McGuire PK, Brammer MJ, MacSweeney 

M (2007) Fingerspelling, signed language, text and picture processing in deaf native signers: 
The role of the mid-fusiform gyrus. Neuroimage 35 (3): 1287-1302 

Koutsoubou M, Herman RC, Woll B (2006) Bilingual Language Profiles of Deaf Students. 
Deafness and Education International 8(3): 144-168. 

MacSweeney M, Campbell R, Woll B, Brammer MJ, Giampetro V, David AS, Calvert GA, & 

McGuire PK (2006) Lexical and sentential processing in British Sign Language. Human Brain 
Mapping. 27:1: 63-76 

Morgan G, Barrière I, & Woll B  (2006) The influence of typology and modality on the 
acquisition of language. First Language 26: 19-43. 

Baker A, van den Bogaerde B, Woll B (2005) Methods and procedures in sign language 
acquisition studies. Sign language and linguistics, 8: 1/2:7-60. 

Sieratzki JS & Woll B ( 2005) Cerebral asymmetry: From survival strategies to social 

behaviour. Behavioral and Brain Sciences 28:4. 613-614 

Sieratzki JS, Woll B (2005) Moving ahead in language: observations on a report of 

precocious language development in 3-4 year old children with Spinal Muscular Atrophy Type 
II. European Journal of Paediatric Neurology 9, 433-434. 

Atkinson JR, Marshall J, Woll B, Thacker A (2005) Testing comprehension abilities in users of 
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Communication ... Naturally: theoretical and methodological issues in augmentative and 
alternative communication. Proceedings of the Fourth ISAAC Research Symposium, 
Vancouver  76-91. 

Woll B & Porcari li Destri G (1998) Higher Education Interpreting. In A Weisel (ed.) 
Proceedings of the 18th International Congress on Education of the Deaf - 1995. Tel Aviv, 

Israel: Ramot Publications - Tel Aviv University . 420-427. 

Woll B & Grove N (1996) On language deficits and modality in children with Down 
Syndrome: a case study. In A Stringfellow, D Cahana-Amitay, E Hughes & A Zukowski (eds.) 

Proceedings of the 20th annual Boston University Conference on Language Development, Vol. 
2, Somerville MA: Cascadilla Press. 838-849. 

Allsop L, Woll B & Brauti JM (1995) International Sign: the creation of an international deaf 
community and sign language. In H Bos & T Schermer (eds.) Sign Language Research 1994, 

Hamburg: Signum Press, 171-188.  

Allsop L, Woll B, & Sutton-Spence R (1994) Sign language varieties on British television: a 
historical perspective. In CJ Erting, RC Johnson, DL Smith & BD Snider (eds.) The Deaf Way,  

Washington DC: Gallaudet University Press, 373-378. 

Woll B (1994) Bilingualism and deaf education: the need for definitions. In JG Kyle (ed.) 

Growing up in sign and word. Bristol: Centre for Deaf Studies, 18-25.  

Woll B (1994) The influence of television on the deaf community in Britain. In I Ahlgren, B 
Bergman & M Brennan (eds.) Perspectives on Sign Language Usage. Durham: International 

Sign Linguistics Association. 289-302.  

Woll B & Smith P (1993) A multi-media system to support the teaching of British Sign 

Language, In  B Elsendoorn & F Coninx (eds.) Interactive Learning Technology for the Deaf.  
Heidelberg: Springer Verlag  239-248. 

Ackerman, J & Woll B (1990) Deaf and hearing children learning to sign and to speak: from 

birth to three years, in JG Kyle (ed) Deafness and Sign Language into the 1990's, Bristol: 
Deaf Studies Trust  54-61.  

Kirk B, Kyle JG, Ackerman J, & Woll B (1990) Measuring British Sign Language development 
in deaf school children, in JG Kyle (ed.) Deafness and sign language into the 1990’s. Bristol: 

Deaf Studies Trust  62-71. 

Woll B (1990) Report of a Survey on Sign Language interpreter training and provision within 
the member nations of the European Community, in A Weisel (ed) Demographic and large-
scale Research with Hearing-Impaired Populations: An International Perspective. Washington 
and Rochester: Gallaudet Research Institute and National Technical Institute for the Deaf  

125-138.  

Woll B (1990) Sign in the Classroom in D Wollman (ed) Meeting Deaf Children's Special 
Educational Needs.  London: Commonwealth Society for the Deaf.  
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Woll B & Allsop L (1990) Recent Variation in BSL in the light of new approaches to the Study 

of Language, in JG Kyle (ed) Deafness and Sign Language into the 1990's, Bristol: Deaf 
Studies Trust  72-78.  

Woll B, Allsop L, Sutton-Spence RL & Walker S (1990) Sign language varieties in British 
television: an historical perspective, in S Prillwitz & T Vollhaber (eds.) Current Trends in 
European Sign Language Research, Hamburg: Signum 60-72.  

Ackerman J, Kyle JG, Woll B, & Ezra M (1990) Lexical acquisition in sign and speech: 
Evidence from a longitudinal study of infants in deaf families. In  Lucas C (ed): Sign language 
research. Theoretical issues. Proceedings of the International Conference on Theoretical 
Issues in Sign Language Research, II, May 18-21, 1988 at Gallaudet University. Washington: 

Gallaudet University Press 337-345 

Woll B, Kyle JG & Ackerman J (1988) Providing sign language models; strategies used by 

deaf mothers. In Collis G, Lewis A & Lewis V (eds.) Proceedings of the Child Language 
Seminar 1988. Coventry: University of Warwick  

Kyle JG, Ackerman J, Woll B (1988) Attention and belief: Deaf mothers communicating with 

their infants. In Collis G, Lewis A, & Lewis V (eds.) Proceedings of the Child Language 
Seminar 1988. Coventry: University of Warwick 229-241 

Woll B (1988) Aperçu des possibilités de formation d'interprete en Langue des Signes et des 

possibilités d'acces au service d'interpretariat dans la CEE, in Symposium Européen des 
Interpretes.  Albi: Foyer Albigeois des sourds   77-84.  

Kyle JG, Ackerman J, & Woll B (1987) Early mother-infant interaction: language and pre-
language in deaf families. In Griffiths P, Local J, & Mills AE (eds.) Proceedings of the Child 
Language Seminar 1987. York: University of York  217-226. 

Woll B (1984) Comparing sign languages, in F Loncke, P Boyes-Braem & Y Lebrun (eds.) 

Recent Research on European Sign Languages. Lisse:  Swets & Zeitlinger 79-92.  

Woll B (1983) The semantics of British Sign Language signs, in JG Kyle & B Woll (eds.) 
Language in Sign. London: Croom Helm 41-55.  

Woll B & Lawson L (1982, revised edition 1990) British Sign Language, in E Haugen, JD 
McClure, & D Thomson (eds.) Minority Languages Today.  Edinburgh: Edinburgh University 

Press   218-234.  

Woll B, (1981) Question Structure in BSL,  in B Woll, JG Kyle & M Deuchar (eds.) 
Perspectives on BSL and Deafness. London: Croom Helm   136-50.  

Woll B (1981) Sign language: levels of discourse, in B Bergman & I Ahlgren (eds.) Papers 
from the First International Symposium on Sign Language Research  Stockholm: Swedish 

Association for the Deaf 293-99.  

Woll B (1978) Structure and function in language acquisition, in N Waterson & C Snow (eds.) 
The Development of Communication. London: John Wiley. 

 

SELECTED CONFERENCE ABSTRACTS 
Denmark T, Atkinson J, Woll B, Marshall J (2012) Identifying dementia in deaf sign language 
users. Alzheimer's & Dementia, 8:4 Supplement P556 

Capek CM, Campbell R, MacSweeney M, Woll B, Seal M, Waters D, David AS, McGuire PK, 
Brammer MJ (2005). Cortical organization of speechreading as a function of attention: An 

fMRI study. Cognitive Neuroscience Society (CNS) Annual Meeting, Cognitive Neuroscience 
Society, Annual Meeting program 2005 series. California: CNS, 228   

MacSweeney M, Campbell R, McGuire PK, Woll B, David AS, Brammer M (2005) The 
perceptual processing of words and sentences in BSL: a fMRI study. Human Brain Mapping  

Tyrone M, Woll B (2005) The neural basis of sign and speech articulation. Journal of 
Cognitive Neuroscience  Supplement  92-93      

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/science?_ob=GatewayURL&_method=citationSearch&_urlVersion=4&_origin=SDSRCHALERTHTML&_version=1&_piikey=S1552-5260%2812%2901630-5&md5=dcee54f10133c272078aa54e9a9aa000&alertKey=341803
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/science?_ob=GatewayURL&_method=citationSearch&_urlVersion=4&_origin=SDSRCHALERTHTML&_version=1&_piikey=S1552-5260%2812%2901630-5&md5=dcee54f10133c272078aa54e9a9aa000&alertKey=341803
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Waters D, MacSweeney M, Capek CM, Woll B, Campbell R, Seal M, Green CM, David AS, 

McGuire PK, Brammer MJ (2005) Semantic processing across different visual forms in native 
signers of British sign language (BSL): An fMRI study. Cognitive Neuroscience Society (CNS) 
Annual Meeting, Journal of Cognitive Neuroscience  Supplement 176-177 

Waters D, MacSweeney M, Capek CM, Woll B, Campbell, David AS, McGuire PK, Brammer MJ 

(2005). Lexico-semantic processing across different visual forms: fMRI evidence from native 

signers of British Sign Language. European Brain and Behaviour Society (EBBS) Annual 
Meeting, Acta Neurobiologiae Experimentalis series, Turlejski K (ed.) Warsaw: Nencki 

Institute of Experimental Biology, 65, 99-99 

Woll B, Marshall J, Atkinson J, & Thacker A (2005) Aphasia in a bilingual user of BSL and 

English: Effects of cross linguistic cues. Journal of Cognitive Neuroscience Supplement 71-72 

Marshall J, Atkinson J, Thacker A, Woll B. (2003) Investigating comprehension impairments 

in users of British sign language following CVA. Brain and Language 87 (1): 129-130  

MacSweeney M, Campbell R, Woll B, et al. (2002) The impact of hearing status on British 
Sign Language processing systems in native signers. Journal of Cognitive Neuroscience C51 

Suppl. S 

MacSweeney M, Campbell R, Woll B, McGuire PK, David AS, Calvert GA, Giampietro V, 

Brammer MJ (2002). Is auditory cortex used to process a signed language? Journal of 
Neurology, Neurosurgey and Psychiatry 72(6): 824-825 

MacSweeney MF, Woll B, Campbell R, Calvert GA, McGuire PK, David AS, Simmons A, 

Brammer MJ  (2002) Neural correlates of British sign language comprehension: spatial 
processing demands of topographic language. Journal of Cognitive Neuroscience 14(7): 1064-

1075 

MacSweeney M, Woll B, Brammer MJ, Campbell R, Calvert GA, David AS, Williams SCR, 

McGuire PK (2001) Cortical correlates of lexical and syntactic sign language processing 

Neuroimage 13 (6): S563-S563 Part 2 Supplement. 

Campbell R, Brammer M, Calvert GA, David AS, MacSweeney M, Woll B (2000) Language, 

deafness and the brain: fMRI findings. International Journal of Psychology 35 (3-4): 225-226 
Sp. Iss. SI  

MacSweeney M, Campbell R, Calvert GA, David AS, McGuire PK, Suckling J, Woll B, Brammer 

MJ (2000) Activation of superior temporal cortex during speechreading is attenuated in deaf 
subjects. Journal of Cognitive Neuroscience 22B Supplement. 

 
 

NON-REFEREED PUBLICATIONS 

Rowley K, Herman RC & Woll B (in press). The Assessment of BSL in Deaf Children. 
Journal of the British Association of Teachers of the Deaf. 

Woll B, Echalier M, Morris G, Wood C, Mehta, P. (2013). Joining up: why people with hearing 
loss or deafness would benefit from an integrated response to long-term conditions. London: 

Action on Hearing Loss.  

Atkinson J, Denmark T, Woll B, Ferguson-Coleman E, Rogers K, Young A, Keady J, Burns A, 

Geall R, and  Marshall J (2011). Deaf with dementia: towards better recognition and services. 
Journal of Dementia Care, 19:3, 38-39.  

Woll B (2011) The Deaf Brain. BACCH News (The Quarterly Newsletter of the British 
Association for Community Child Health). September 2011; 13-14. 

Woll B (2011) La lectura labiofacial revisada. Integracion Octobre 2011; 12-14. 

Woll B (2011) The Deaf Brain. BAA Magazine (British Academy of Audiology) 19 (Winter-
Spring 2011). 16-17. 
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Atkinson JR, Marshall J, Thacker A, Woll B (2002). When sign language breaks down: Deaf 

people's access to language therapy in the UK. Deaf Worlds; 18:9-21.  

 

INTERNAL AND ELECTRONIC PUBLICATIONS 
Woll B, Echalier M, Morris G, Wood C, Mehta, P. (2013). Joining up: why people with hearing 

loss or deafness would benefit from an integrated response to long-term conditions. 

http://www.actiononhearingloss.org.uk/~/media/Documents/Policy%20research%20and%20i
nfluencing/Research/Joining%20Up/Joining_Up_long_term_conditions_report.ashx 

Bamford J, Carr G, Davis A, Gascon-Ramos M, Lea R, McCracken W, Pattison E, Woll B, 
Woolfe T, & Young A. (2009) Positive Support in the Lives of Deaf Children and their Families. 

[online]. Available from: www.positivesupport.info/track.rm?url=%2Fdocument...from=4073 

Woll B (2008) Deafness and Hearing Impairment. State of Science Review: SR-D5. Mental 
capital and wellbeing: making the most of ourselves in the 21st century. Government Office 

for Science: Foresight.  http://www.foresight.gov.uk/Mental%20Capital/SR-D5_MCW.pdf 

Woll B (2008) Do hands sign? Do mouths speak? Sign Languages: spinning and unraveling 
the past, present and future. 9th Theoretical Issues In Sign Language Research Conference, 
Florianopolis, Brazil, December 2006. http://www.editora-arara-

azul.com.br/ebooks/catalogo/48.pdf 

Woll B (2003) Language Modality and the Brain: looking at sign languages. The Israeli 
Association for Theoretical Linguistics 18th Annual Meeting. 

http://atar.mscc.huji.ac.il/~english/IATL/18/Woll.pdf 

Baker AE, van den Bogaerde B, Coerts J, Woll B (2000) Methods and Procedures in Sign 

Language Acquisition Studies. http://www.sign-lang.uni-
Hamburg.de/intersign/Workshop4/Baker/Baker.html   

Woll B (1991) Recent Change and Variation in BSL.  Final report to ESRC. University of 

Bristol.  

Kyle JG, Woll B & Ackerman, J (1989) Gesture to Sign and Speech  Final report to ESRC. 

University of Bristol.  

Woll B (1987) Survey of Sign Language Interpreter Training and Provision Within the EEC. 
Final report to European Commission. University of Bristol.  

Woll B (1985) Comparative and Historical Aspects of British Sign Language Final report to 
Leverhulme Trust. University of Bristol. (revised edition 1995, City University).  

Kyle JG,  Woll B, & Carter, M (1979) Coding British Sign Language. University of Bristol.  

Woll B (1977) Sex as a variable in language development, Bristol Working Papers on 
Language and Communication 1. University of Bristol.  

Wells, CG, Woll B, & Ferrier, L (1975) A Manual for the Coding of Child Language. University 
of Bristol.  

Doctoral students 

Rachel Sutton-Spence, University of Bristol 1993 (1st supervisor) 

Gary Morgan, University of Bristol 1997 (1st supervisor) 
Fatima Janjua, University of Bristol 1997 (1st supervisor) 

Melissa James, City University 1999 (1st supervisor) 

Rachael Henton, City University 2000 (2nd supervisor) 
Ros Herman, City University 2002 (1st advisor) 

Michelle Pettinato, City University 2004 (2nd supervisor) 
Maria Koutsoubou, City University 2005 (2nd supervisor) 

Jordan Fenlon, UCL 2009 (1st supervisor) 

Gerardo Ortega, UCL 2013 (1st supervisor) 
Rebecca Matthews, UCL 2014 (2nd supervisor) 

Sharita Sharma, UCL 2014 (1st supervisor) 

http://www.actiononhearingloss.org.uk/~/media/Documents/Policy%20research%20and%20influencing/Research/Joining%20Up/Joining_Up_long_term_conditions_report.ashx
http://www.actiononhearingloss.org.uk/~/media/Documents/Policy%20research%20and%20influencing/Research/Joining%20Up/Joining_Up_long_term_conditions_report.ashx
http://www.positivesupport.info/track.rm?url=%2Fdocument...from=4073
http://www.foresight.gov.uk/Mental%20Capital/SR-D5_MCW.pdf
http://www.editora-arara-azul.com.br/ebooks/catalogo/48.pdf
http://www.editora-arara-azul.com.br/ebooks/catalogo/48.pdf
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Eyasu Tamene, Addis Ababa University 2015 (1st supervisor) 

Robert Adam, UCL expected 2016 (1st supervisor) 
Heather Payne, UCL expected 2016 (2nd supervisor) 

Joanna Hoskin, UCL expected 2016 (1st supervisor) 
Najwa Abood, UCL expected 2016 (1st supervisor) 

Ma Yunyi, UCL expected 2017 (1st supervisor) 

 

RECENT INVITED AND KEYNOTE LECTURES 

2016 
Phonological processing in sign language: linguistic and neuroscience perspectives. Basque 

Centre for Brain and Language. San Sebastian, Spain 4 February 
 

2015 

The linguistics of signed languages. Moscow State Linguistics University 29 October. 
Deaf culture, sign language and the brain: iconicity, phonology and sign language poetry. 

Moscow State Linguistics University 28 October. 
Phonological processing in sign language: linguistic and neuroscience perspectives. Seminar, 

Department of Linguistics, University of Chicago 15 October. 

 
2015 

Multimodality in Language. Cognitive Hearing Science Conference 14-17 June, Linkoping, 
Sweden. 

Looking in two directions: the implications for linguistic theory and clinical intervention of 
research on developmental and acquired sign language impairments. COST Signgram 

Outreach Meeting, 6 May, Barcelona. 

Learning a sign language as an L1 in adulthood: implications for notions of a sensitive period 
in phonological development. Seminar on Language Acquisition. Max Planck Institute, 20 

April, Nijmegen. 
 

2014 

Imaging the Deaf Brain. UK-Israel  Bi-National Symposium, ISFN Annual Conference. Eiilat, 6-
9 December. 

Developmental Language Impairments in Acquiring a Sign Language. 8th Interdisciplinary 
conference on language impairments. Munich, 21-23 November. 

What are the challenges in developing automated sign language translations? 10th 
Languages & The Media Conference. Berlin, 5-7 November. 

Deaf culture, sign language and the brain: iconicity, phonology and sign language poetry. 
Culture, brain and learning Symposium. Lund, 19-21 November. 

Sign language and technology. Technologie in empirisch-orientierten Forschungsmethoden, 
Hamburg 18 July. 

Why sign language is good for your brain. The 2014 Symposium on Sign Bilingualism and 
Deaf Education. Hong Kong, 19-21 June. 

Languages and the UN CRPD. International Conference on Language. Suzhou, 5-6 June. 

Why sign linguistics research is important to the Deaf community. II International Conference 
on Linguistic Rights of the Deaf. Moscow, 20-22 May 2014 

2013 

Sign Language Acquisition; Developmentally atypical sign language; Assessing sign language 
development. Three lectures for the Workshop on Sign Language Acquisition, Humboldt-

University of Berlin. 5-6 December, 2013.   
Handedness and lateralisation in sign language studies from the 1960s to the present day. 

Workshop on Handedness and Language. Netherlands Institute for Advanced Studies, 

Wassenaar, Netherlands, 28 November, 2013.  
Deaf people with dementia: assessing cognition and language in the older Deaf community. 

Centre for Public Health, Institute of Clinical Sciences, Queens University Belfast. 26 
November, 2013.  
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Dissociating Cognitive and sensory neural plasticity. Lecture for the Department of 

Neuroscience of Language, Jiangsu Normal University, Xuzhou, China, 18 November 2013. 
Language delay: Why it matters for the linguistic and cognitive abilities of deaf children and 

adults. Farewell Symposium in honour of Prof. Dr Anne Baker. 11 October 2013. 
Amsterdam. 

Deaf with Dementia. Invited presentation, Alzheimer's Association International Conference. 

July 13-18, 2013. Boston, MA 
Language delay matters for deaf people’s linguistic and cognitive abilities. 2nd International 

Conference on Cognitive Hearing Science for Communication. June 16-19, Linkoping, 
Sweden.  

Sign Language and Deaf Culture. Linguistics Department, Moscow State University. June 4, 
Moscow, Russia. 

Assessing Interpreter Aptitude.  Interpreting and Translation Department, Moscow State 

University. June 3, Moscow, Russia. 
The Deaf with Dementia project. Workshop on Deafness and Dementia, German Federal 

Ministry of Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth 15 March, 2013 Berlin 
The history and development of BSL. Digiti Lingua: a celebration of British Sign Language and 

Deaf Culture. Royal Society, 28 February 2013.  

 
2012 

Developmental disorders in sign language. Amsterdam Centre for Language and 
Communication. University of Amsterdam 15 November 2012. 

The costs of not addressing deaf learners’ needs. Signature Conference 2012. Clifford 
Chance, London 1 November 2012. 

Developmental disorders in sign language: insights into modality and language impairment. 

Centre for Child Development and Child Neurology, ICH, London 10 October 2012. 
Communication with deaf isolates: language and gesture. Department of Linguistics, 

University of Hawaii, Honolulu, 11 September 2012 
Assessing early sign language development. Hot topics in bilingual education for students 

with hearing loss. Victorian Deaf Education Institute, Melbourne, 4 September 2012. 

Bilingualism and the deaf brain. Hot topics in bilingual education for students with hearing 
loss.  Victorian Deaf Education Institute, Melbourne, 3 September 2012. 

Analysing deaf children’s communication in sign. National Symposium on Sign Bilingual 
Education. Renwick College, Sydney, 31 August 2012. 

Bilingualism and the deaf brain. National Symposium on Sign Bilingual Education . Renwick 

College, Sydney, 30 August 2012.  
Assessing interpreter aptitude. Interpreter Training Network Symposium, Adelaide 26 August 

2012. 
Bilingualism and how to assess early language development. Adelaide Association of Teachers 

of the Deaf, Adelaide 25 August 2012. 
The neurobiology of signed and spoken language. Australian Sign Language Interpreters 

Association National Conference, Adelaide, 25 August 2012. 

Communication and interpreting with deaf isolates. Australian Sign Language Interpreters 
National Conference, Association, Adelaide, 24 August 2012. 

Comparing early sign language vocabulary development in three groups: Deaf and hearing 
children of deaf parents, and deaf children of hearing parents. Multimodality and 
Language Learning Workshop, Max Planck Institute Nijmegen, 14-15 June 2012. 

Using functional imaging to explore phonological and semantic processing. 2nd Conference 
on Formal and Experimental Advances in Linguistic Theory. Warsaw 1-2 June 2012. 

Cognitive Assessment and the Cognitive Disorders Clinic for users of British Sign Language. 
Dementia and Hearing Loss conference. Royal Surrey County Hospital 30 May 2012. 

Universals and Modality Issues: Language Acquisition, Sign Language and the Brain, Atypical 
Sign Language. Jiangsu University, Xuzhou 23 May 2012. 

The neurobiology of signed and spoken language. South China Normal University, Guangzhou 

25 May 2012. 
Deaf people with Dementia - Communication Strategies. Primary Health Conference, 

Birmingham 24 May 2012 
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Sign languages as a test case for language diversity: The case of pronouns and verb 

agreement. Invited talk presented at the Centre for Research on Language Diversity, La 
Trobe University, Melbourne, Australia, May 18.  

Researching BSL/English bilinguals. CODA UK and Ireland Conference. Stoke on Trent, 28 
Aprl 2012. 

The bimodal bilingual brain of deaf children and adults. Conference on Developmental 
Neuropsychology, Bressanone, 18-21 January 2012.  

What IF… the study of language started from the investigation of signed, rather than spoken, 

languages?  (Discussant) EPS Workshop , London 7-8 January 2012 
 

2011 
Collaborating with Cyril Courtin on adapting the BSL Receptive Skills Test to LSF Bencie Woll 

and Fanny Limousin. Journée Cyril Courtin - Sourds, langues des signes et cognition. Paris, 9 

December 2011 
Multi-modal Communication. Symposium on working with children with cochlear implants. 

UCL, 9 November 2011. 
Using a linguistic savant’s learning of British Sign Language to explore  linguistic theory. Israel 

Association for Theoretical Linguistics, Haifa, 24 October, 2011.  

Speechreading revisited. Deaf Education: Changed by Cochlear Implantation?  Ear 
Foundation, Nottingham, 10 June 2011.  

Signers with Stroke. Healthy Deaf Minds special meeting for Brain Awareness Week, 16 March 
2011, London. 

2010 
Sign Language and the Brain. Neurobiological bases of spoken and sign language, 

Amsterdam. 10 December 2010.  

The Deaf Brain. British Academy of Audiology. Edinburgh. 10 November 2010.  
The Deaf Brain: signed and spoken language. Cochlear Implants 2010: State of the Art. The 

Ear Foundation, Nottingham. 5 November 2010. 
Using new technologies to study language and the Deaf Brain. UKCoD & The National Deaf 

Children’s Society. Advancing Technologies: opening new communication opportunities  
4th March 2010 

Language and the Deaf Brain. Communicating clearly together. Joint British Association of 

Teachers of the Deaf-Royal College of Speech and Language Therapists Conference. 13 
March 2010 

The deaf brain. British Association of Paediatricians in Audiology. 11 June 2010 

2009 
Sign language: an introduction to issues in research. Experimental Psychology Society 6th 

January 2009 London 

BSL: a modern foreign language? Subject Centre for Languages, Linguistics and Area Studies 
January 2009 London 

What's the face got to do with a language of the hands? European Workshop on Cognitive 
Neuropsychology 27  26-30 January 2009 Bressanone, Italy 

What can SLI in cross-modal (signed and spoken language) bilingualism tell us about the 

nature of SLI? Bilingualism and Specific Language Impairment 1-5 February 2009 
Jerusalem, Israel 

Positive Support: A UK study of deaf children and their families. Early Hearing Detection and 
Intervention Dallas TX 8-10 March 2009  

Human communication is multi-modal communication Multi-modal signals. COST 2102 
International School March 2009  Dublin 

Effective early communication for young deaf children Camden Council and Frank Barnes 
School Conference: Shaping the Future for Deaf Children in London.  London 7 April 2009  

What is the role of vision and visual-spatial abilities in processing British Sign Language? 

Linnaeus Centre HEAD, The Swedish Institute for Disability Research, Department of 
Behavioural Sciences and Learning Linkoping University Sweden 12 April 2009.  
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When at least one language is a sign language: explorations in cross-modal bilingualism.  One 
brain, two languages: bridging neuroscience and linguistics. AHRC Workshop,  ESRC 
Centre for Research on Bilingualism Bangor 28 April 2009 

The development of sign languages and deaf communities from the perspective of human 
sociality. Bloomsbury Round Table on Communication, Cognition & Culture London 4 May 

2009.  

Language and the Deaf Brain The Ear Foundation Twilight Lecture Nottingham 13 July 2009.  
Code mixing and code switching between sign languages: unimodal and bimodal bilingualism 

compared. CILS – Colloque International sur les Langues des Signes . Namur, 18 
November 2009 

Unimodal and cross-modal bilingualism in sign language users. University of Hamburg, Centre 
for German Sign Language, 1 December 2009. 

 

RECENT REFEREED CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS 

2016 

Relationship between executive function and sign language skills in school-aged deaf children 
Justyna Kotowicz (Uniwersytet Jagiellonski), Magda Schromova (Uniwersytet Warszawski), 

Bencie Woll (University College of London), Rosalind Herman (City University London), 

Maria Kielar-Turska (Uniwersytet Jagielloński), Joanna Łacheta (Uniwersytet Warszawski). 
FEAST, 1-2 Septebmer 2016, Venice. 

 
Polish Sign Language and executive function in deaf bilingual children in late childhood.  

Justyna Kotowicz, Bencie Woll, Rosalind Herman, Maria Kielar-Turska, Magda Schromova 

& Joanna Lacheta. Theoretical Issues in Sign Language Research XII. Melbourne, Australia 
4 January. 

Exposure to a sign language as an L1 in adulthood: home sign, gesture and the Sensitive 
Period in phonological development. Bencie Woll & Joanna Atkinson. Theoretical Issues 
in Sign Language Research XII. Melbourne, 6 January 

2015 

Does the superior temporal cortex have a role in cognitive control as a consequence of cross-

modal reorganization? Velia Cardin, Mary Rudner, Rita De Oliveira, Merina Su, Josefine 
Andin, Lilli Beese, Bencie Woll Jerker Ronnberg.  Neurobiology of Language Conference, 

Chicago 16 October. 
The relationship between hemispheric lateralization for speech production and language 

proficiency in young children: A longitudinal fTCD study Heather Payne, Bencie Woll, 

Mairead MacSweeney. Neurobiology of Language Conference, Chicago 16 October. 
Chicago IL  

Polish Sign Language and executive function in deaf bilingual children in late childhood. 
Magda Schromová, Justyna Kotowicz, Maria Kielar–Turska, Bencie Woll, Rosalind Herman, & 

Joanna Łacheta. ICSLA, 1-3 July, Amsterdam. 
Bilingualism in users of BSL and English following stroke. 10th International Symposium on 

Bilingualism. 20-24 May, Rutgers, NJ. 

The Usability of an On-Line Assessment of Sign Language Development. Tobias Haug, 
Bencie Woll, Rosalind Herman, 22nd International Congress of the Education of the Deaf, 
Athens, 6-9 July. 

 

2014 

Deaf with Dementia Symposium. Alys Young, John Keady, Bencie Woll, Joanna Atkinson, 
Emma Ferguson-Coleman, Sylvia Simmonds & Heather Lundy. World Congress on Mental 
Health and Deafness. Belfast, 16-19 September 2014.  

Heschl’s gyrus responses to visual language in deaf individuals are driven by auditory 

deprivation, and not by language modality. Velia Cardin, Rebecca Lyness, Eleni Orfanidou, 

Cheryl Capek, Jerker Ronnberg, Bencie Woll. Neurobiology of Language Conference. 
Amsterdam 27-29 August, 2014.  

Dissociations following CVA in signers. International Society for Gesture Studies, San Diego, 
8-11 July, 2014. 
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Preliminary results on the test framework for an online sign language receptive skills test. 

ALTE (The Association of Language Testers in Europe) Paris, 10-11 April. 
Learning a sign language as an L1 in adulthood: implications for notions of a sensitive period 

in phonological development. LSCD 2014: Workshop on Late Stages in Speech and 
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